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I Tn followinc Address tea already been cub
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Assembly la e pamphlet form, as nil! be Inferred
from the note acooaipanying ii; but presuming

th! it has not retched a Urge proportion of the
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Respected Madam undersigned, members
of the General Assembly of Ohio, having listened
to jour Addrer-- to the Committees of the two

branches of the Legislature, io the pretence of the
members and It large audience, oa the evening of

thelsl'lust. respectfully request a copy of the
Aldress fer publication. I'.s publication t desir-

ed bother the benefit of the General Assembly,

id Tor-- (Tie advantage of tbe cause which yoa wish
to promote.
I ruilP, J ffpraffue, F. D. Parish,

T. R. Sianlry, James Monroe,

Smith, Win. Honor,
J. V. Cox, M. McCull,
Thoi. Moore, Thio. Breck,

?. ?P. Ilolmet, A. L. Brewer,
E. Foster, S. Polls,
G. lldrsh, S. Glass,
Hm. J. Orr, . C. A. White,

Win. 0. Collins.
; i ' J

ADDRESS.
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee.

V io pot appear before yoa oo the present
for tbe purpose of claiming at your hands a

legislation that eball be partial in He operations
or of questionable beneSt to community. We aball
not ask you to repeal old statute;, concerning tbe
bon'efioeoce and wisdom of which the better per
tion of our people are divided by doubt, lot tball
pray yov to reongnue and provide fur the securi
ty of rights, the existence of whioh do just person
oe) deny, - Some one of our statesmen, I think it
wW John Quinoy Adamt, expressed an idea like
this: every human being comes into tbe world en-

dowed; with oertain right, and if all the power io

the universe were concentrated in (ne single ef-

fort, it oould not destroy tbe least of them all. In

oibr werds, tbey are inalienable, and lying deep

down in tbe nature of man, deeper than iawa doe.

y than eonstitutiona .deeper than custcrcs sanc-

tioned, by hoary antiquity. With a conviction jf
tbe'truth of this position, and standing upon splat-for- m

that was erected by the great Architect him-

self when be laid the foundations of human society,
the work before ni is by do meant arduous. Tbe
validity of our claims may be tbe more easily tes-

ted also,, from tbe fact that this nation adopted
theoretically, the dootrine of equality at its com

mencement, and sealed it with bnman blood, and

wrote it oat in history in ebarauters that will
never die. And we have, besides, the cardinal

ift of the Christian religion to sustain os. We
hiv those great first principle of equality that
were inculcated by tbe great Teacher himself, to

wpdujee harmony and bappinese-- among tbe chil--

dien of the Father. It cannot be disputed tben, that
whatever promotes that equality, whether it be

law, civil, political,' ecclesiastical, or sooial rela-

tione, advances the general and individual inte-

rest U parties concerned. -
C,e$ain right are called Datura', otbert conven

tional... Ampng tbe former, is tbe right to lite, to

person, to property, or tbe avails of labor, to gov-

ernment, to one'e children, and tbe custody and
ooutrol of them, tbe exercise of conscience, and tbe
full dlvelopemtot of , all tbe faculties Men in all
ages nave contended for these rights -- in defence of
tberh- - tbey bare rpread tbe bloody sacraments of
tbe battle-fiel- and martyr spirit lave suffered
in tbe dungeon and on tbe block.

Tbe history of our civilisation presents the humil-

iating fact, however, that the dominant party who
bar" guarded with jealous care the right of prop-

erty, conscience, and political sovereignty, after
having achieved tbeir own freedom, impose upon
other an oppressiun often no lees galling than
that winch tbey resisted. Even Cromwell wbo
tore .off nation' shackles as with a madman's
strcifgth.'immediately rivited the chains of military
despotism.! Th Puritans fled from the fagot and
tbe stake in tbe Old .world, and kindled the fires

of persecution-i- the New. Our fathers, the best
nea of tbeir age, heroes every one, resisted unto

death a trifling tax, and tben com promised tbe
liberties of more than half the people. Acd this
appear to be tbe extent of human developcment
in the) direction of justice. The Briton begged
the Romans to remain on tbeit island as their pro-

tector their rulers. But the Saxon established
uew order,, they oould govern tbemselve and

thought tbey could g:vcrn their neighbors. This
rule has been perpetuated.- - Aod now, with tbe
eftS of increased light and knowledge, w look
oTowa the vista of time, and imagine a period, when
Oven sh all govern themselves, and allow other to
di likewise, not even excepting the women and
oezroee.

Xh jeriud appear?, to be rapidly approaching,
ben men must cease to deal In glittering gener

alitie. If tbey profess to believe in justioe, they
mu vV practice It. The strength of the State, like
the happiaea of the family, moat depend upon the
birraoiiy of it Internal relation. If we eberisb
any system of oppression, let it be more or lest
gross, .which, make a large class in our midst tbe
antssi Vneosie of our institutions, we weaken the
lb bond that bind as together, It is exceeding
ly Mtipoimcv end unwise, to throw unnecessary
legal testraiot aroood individual which embar
rass, and irritate, and engender bitterness toward
the law, .or tbe makers thereof. This brings me
to tbe subject of discussion the legal position
the married women of tbis State. It make no dif
ference whose right are denied so far as sex

concerned.' Women feel wrong a keenly a men

although tbey mar not resist tuem in the same
way. i- I.

I sometimes wonder if gentlemen ever fancy
tbemselve in tbe legal condition they assign a.
Tbe scriptural injunction says, "Remember those
in bonds a bound with them." If we would know
rise weight of human woe, a it is felt by bin who
ties erusbed beneath, ii. w saw put our soul
bis soaf stead. Weald t not be well to exchange
positions, and let a. jv'.J for a time io the dig-

nity of oar God-give- n rights, and let men take the
eivit disabilities with all tbe wrongs that grow out
of them Not that we want tbeir place in any
other sense, or that we thick they sou Id fill our
Tsray hatM4 UteUioa end jedgmsul for that
Bel tbe civil eeaiitiee w will exchange, gen
tlesnewJ if too oUet. ' We knew it will net
agreeable to you. To be In oor plaoe, even
Innriaartori, will doubtless stir yoar proad Saxpn

bl'tod, and set you io Uiiokiag of fire-ar- m and

.itiff war. vBot pvrbaaa ebsags, r looking

et the sutjeet ibrough differed etsdiam,

qltksi ye Sor 1 pereeptUae, and give new

rMiMu nr jeese erjiuuce.. M ry,

e bow it will work.

While unmarried, you are free, it Is true. Yuor
personalty is a fixed fact In civil law. Tour time(
your talents, your earnings and your property are
all yours. Too have no protection fr them, how
ever. Your are at tbe cacrice of leirM.ni.m. whith
may richly endow yoa with privileges and
sweep from you every vestige of freedom

But this is roar srhere. Government is the
natural right of women, and not of men, we are
supposing.

As yoa advance in life, yon conolude that mar
riage is tbe highest and best form of human socie-

ty; and you resolve to forego this right to perso-
nallythis great premium on celibacy, and enter
opon that relation. Tbe oeremony isoompleted.aod
your indentity is lost in tbe person of your wife.
Ihe ring with whioh yoa ate wedded, is a sym-
bol of ber proprietorship. The earthly goods with
which you are endowed, are tbe necessaries of life.
Before that event you received a fair day's wages
for a fair day's wotk, bot now, if yonr employer
pay yon, it is at bfs risk. Tbe wages are not yours

they belong to your wife. She is the legal own
er of yonr time, and tbe avails of it, and onn oom
pel yoar employer to render to her remuneration
for the same. No matter bow much you earn.
loo are entitled simply to food and clothing.
You may have more, yoa may be olotbed in par
pie and fine linen, and glitter with jewels. That
will depend wholly npon tbe means, the taste and
the vanity of your wife. She may give you more
than you earn, or ehe may give you lees. That is
for her to say, aod from ber decision there is no
appeal.

Again, you are assailed io persm or reputation,
slander may spit his venom upon

yoa, or, yoa may meet with an acoident may be
crippled for li'e by tbe negligence or malice of
some individual, or oompany, tbst is abundantly
anie to make restitution. Hut bo can you get
redreseT What does the law know of jout If
your wife cares enough about tbe injuries yoa bate
sustained, to bring a suit, it may be done; and if
damages are recovered tbey will go into her pocket,
aod not into your. 1

During coverture you inherit a small estate, from
your parent er some other relative: and tbis yon
will undoubtedly possess io fee simple. But what
benefit do you derive from itf All the issues,
rent and profit thereof belong to four wife.
Yoa might, perhaps, be allowed to make repairs'
and pay taxes, but further than that vou have
nothing to do with it whatever, and will not have
so long as your wife lives.

At the time of your marriage, yon were an ex-

ecutor to a large estate, but your letters testamen-

tary were revoked by that new relation. Perhaps
you were guardian for some orphan in whom you
took a deep interest you stood in tbe place of a
parent wbo baa paseed on to another sphere. But
the trust was transferred from you to a stranger.
What time have you for any fiduciary office? You
are wholly merged into the existence of one person,
in whom and through whom you must livo and
move, and have your legal being.

I fancy that all these experiences would seem

very strange to gentlemen. You would beoome
nervous, and could scarcely identify yourself, and
no wonder, for there is not much of you left io

this new order of tbiogs to identify. Yoa would
say, "If it is I, I have lost myself I I have lost
my birthright!" Ah, yoa forget tbe solaoe of tbe
affections, tbe bliss of domestio ties. Is it not
enough to be tbe butband of Mrs. John Smith, or
Mrs. Edward Livingston, or Mrs. somebody else?

But I imagine that you still say, "I am so circum-

scribed! so shut upl so hedged in! I am like tbe
man who fslt tbe walls of tbe room closing in upon
biml" Doubtless you are very uncomfortable, but
there must be headship, remember, and law, and
custom, and publio opinion have made you and
your wife one, and that one is tbe wife. There
no use in oomplainiog, you bad better submit gra-

ciously as we do. Smilo upon your fetters, end
declare von bare all tbe rights voa want Cover

up tbe wrong, and tben cultivate in your soul an

endurance of it all Divine. . That is what you ad-

mire in us.
I am not through with your legal condition.

Your children grow up around you, and your wife

has k paramount right to tbem. She can bind

them out, give tbem away, appoint guardians
her death, all without your consent, and whether
she will exercise this power, will depend upon her
disposition, end tbe circumstances that surround

jon.
All tbis time yoa have been making on effort

accumulate property. You have toiled early and

ate, yoa cast in your lot together, and shared witn
each other all tbe burdens and trial of existence.
You have probably worked more hours in a dty
tbkn she; and then you bad some money as a nu

cleus to begin with, but that don't matter, your
interests are one, and you are both wholly devoted
to tbe main purpose. You bave practiced econo
my, frugality and unceasing vigilance in you pur
suit.' ' ' "

At length your wife passes away she is called
to ber last account. Now come tbe wormwood aod
the call that penetrate to the inner life. Tbe
grave lay it cold honore over your companion
over one upon whom yoa have learned to depend
one wbo stood between yon and the world,
wbicb vou knew but little. You bave been dis
ciplined into a subordinate place, living only
tbe reflected light of another, esobewing ell
relianoe, scarcely speaking your own words
thinking your' own thoughts. Tbe affectional
of your nature only, bas had development, and
chief object bas departed, and you are left unsup-

ported, uosoreened, with a new part to perform,
new character to personate. You are overwhelm'
ed with grief. Yoa ere shaken like reed by

of tempest. ,

Tbe law, however, takee no cognisance of

is condition, A settlement of tbe estate Is demanded,
and tbe appointment of legal guardians fur
children. I will not go through with the sicken

ing details. I will not show how tbe property

bave helped (p acquire passes into the bands

stranger. I will not count up tbe expeuses of
ministration end of guardianship. I will
speak of the pittanoe left io your bands, or tbe
suiting provision of the sis plates, six cups end

in saucers, etu I will net refer to tbe ngbt of dower
and show that with that paltry sum, you will

breed to struggle on end meet tbe storm of
varsity as best you may. Tbe subject is painfully
serious, and I will excuse you, gentlemen, from
maining soy longer, kotorf, even io imagina
tion, in tbis frightful drama. May tbe chalioe
press W the lips of wemao, never be returned
your ows t - ; .

be I have placed our legkl eoeditioo before yoa.
in would bave boroe much deeper hades.eueh high

er euloriog. Charles Kingsley eeye that "nature
is tea time more gorgeous then any man
represeet ber." So with tbi subject, there
fa more involved In U than we dare tell.

4i- - we inquire, with much earnestneis, ha not
aae time eosae for enaog f Poee net womae'sodor

hardship enough, without uoeqoel law to

barrass her? Does (be not suTer anguish enough,
without un'uat -- 'v'tosto degrade her?

I iioderntno 1 that gentlemen aro afraid that t'je
leglnlatiin we seek will develops and individuality
that will result la antagonism in families. Tbey
bavs more reason to fear antagoniti,:, if tbey do
not grant oar prayer. Oppression changes the
smile of klndnets into the tings of resentment, the
look of tenderness into tbe fierce and flashing
glaace, tbe tones of tbe voice, soothing and swset
as the harmonies ofbeaven, when breathing the
language of conjugal unity, into harsh end discor
dant accent", uttering menace and reproach.' A
proper abhorrence of the unjust taw that degrade
woman, rcnderio.'j her k mere dependent opon tbe
bounty of man, and robbing her of parental rights,
is already kindled in her bosom, and the time is
coming when sbe will openly diecloeo all the sanse
of wrong that has lodged itself Ihtro, and disdain
to bide one emotion of honest lndiroation. No
one need anticipate any abatement of tbi die
pleasure by withholding justice ; on the other
hand it will grow more aod more, by tbe food it
has to feed on. Woman bas beard tbe clank ol
falling fetters all over the world, and has earnest- -

ly asked, '- - Why may not I too be disenthralled?"
Sbe bas drank of tbe spirit ol freedom and found
inspiration in the diaugbt. Men may try to re
verse tbe order of nature, tbey may forbid tbe
grass to grow, and tbe seasons to change, or, as
the poet saj they may try to stop the tbundor-bol- f,

and turn back tbe light of tbe lun, but tbey
need not try to crush out tbe spirit of Liberty that
bas consecrated tbe middle of the nineteenth cen-

tury. Tbey may suppress its manifestations for a

time, they may exile its Garnbaldi, but tbe hour
of its triumph will as sorely come, as did the tri
umph of Italy's Liberator.

The vise ruler always seeks to avoid Collision
between the interests of his subjects. I speak of
men as rulers. Tbe Cincinnati Enquirer once
stated an undeniable fact, by sayiog: "Politic-
ally, there are but two classes of people in tbe
United States citizens and subjects. Tbe form
er are native born white men, and foreign born
white men naturalized. Tbe latter are aliens, ne
groes, women and children." This states the
case plainly, though not in language altogether
pleasant to the ears of tho69 who wish to preserve
a reputation for devotion to the welfare of woman.
. A wise ruler, as I said, tries to harmonize and
promote tbe interest of all bis subjects. IIow ad
mirably England's maiden monarch managed the
question of monopoly. By a few words a sin
act, she changed the deepest indignation into ben
ediction that rent the air. The unwise ruler im-

poses burdens too grievous to be borne. When
the suljects of .Tames II., resisted tbe heavy hand
that be laid upon tbem, be invaiiaMy said "so
much the worse for tbem." But when he found
himself an exile at St. Germaine, it was so much
the worse for him. Only for that dogged obstina
cy, that petty tyranny, bis descendants wbo are
now wanderer?, might be tbe reigoing dynasty
over k nation so vast that her morning drum-be-

circles the earth with the sun.
Men say, our laws are very fellas tbey are.

We thall not better tbem much, I tear", by change.
One says, my wife and I get along well enough
now. Very likely. I trust there is not one man,
I hoe there ie not, in all your Legislative body,
wbo does not praotically reoognize,in his own fam-

ily that equality which our petition demands. But
go abroad, go into tho highways and the s,

go to the abodes of wretchedness and woe, where
women toil late an early for a soanty support,

nd where children cry for bread and there is
none to give tbem, and yoa will learn that a
arge proportion of tbis suffering is owing to the

inferior position that woman has occupied. She
bas bad prejudice to oppose ber, unjust laws to
rob ber, and barbarous usage to crush ber. Go

is
your pauper establishments, to your county

poor houees, and bear from ber own lips tbe story
f the widow's wrongs. Sbe will show you that
er dower being insufficient for support, she was

thrown npon tbe generosity of ber children, and
that failing her, there was nothing left in her de-

crepitude and age but tbat humiliating resource.
It is very well with your wife, I daresay, because
you individually, are so much better than tbe
laws. But bow will it be with tbat daughter of

at yours, wbo is now one of tbe brightest associa
tions of yoar home around whom duster fond
hopes and expectations? She may not always be
tbe favored child cf affluence. Otters with hearts
as lignt, nave neen lorcea to etruggie with mis-

fortune.to The current of her life, instead of flow-

ing serenely onward, radiant with beauty and pro
mise, toward u siversal peace and harmony, may
be turned away Lackward, and forced to channel
its way through dark and thorny mazes, downward
and downward, toward unmitigated sorrow and
despair. Oh why should you let the occasion slip
now, to do justioe to tbe sex to which sbe bclucza!

It may be said tbat all the legislation wbicb
bas bad fur its object tbe amelioration of. the hard-
ships to which woinun is exposed, is forgotten.
Not so. We are sincerely thankful in behalf of
tbat class whom the law has kiodly gathered into
the family homestead, and guarded with

tbat no heartless creditor can surmount.

of
And when we remember too, that it is impossible
for tbe husband to alien tbe homestead, without

in
the consent o( bis wife, and tbat bis death, even,

self
esnnot eject ber, if she have children living with
ber, we cannot be unmindful of this beneficentor law.

part And again, we are grateful tbat when the hus
its band shall violate tbe provision wbicb exempts

from execution, goods or cha'.tles for the use of tbe
a family, tbe wife may bring and prosecute ku ac

tion in ber own name, fur the recoverv of such
tb property or its value in money. Tbis is surely

step in tbe right direction. We ere elated with
hope, for here appears to be an effort to resuscitate
the legal remains of tbe wife. If tbey are not en

your dued with vitality tbey bave the benefit of autom
atic machinery, at k given time, fork given object

you We rejoioe also in tbs statute wbicb enables tbe
ol wife to make contraots for her own labor, and that

ad of ber minor children, end colleot earnings when
not ber husband is intemperate, although it will
in not be of muoh praotioal use, for women will
six very slow to avail themselves of its advantages.

la cases of extreme drunkenness, only, does tbe
be wife gather force enoogh from her necessities,

ad vindicate ber rights.
There is another provision which we not only

re appreciate, but one which, we think, distinguishes
Ohio in ber legislation among ber sister States.

you allude to tbe personal aod real estate all descend
to ing to tbe widow where the property has been ac-

quired, end there ere no children. This is e rec
ognition of tbe right of tbe wife in the common es
tate, wbicb we beve col bed before. Uere Jus
ties enter the very citadel of oppression, and

dare shake tbe old time worn usage, that is heavy with
tbe rust of ages, to tbe very dust. It bas,

Now ever, one Very serious drawbaok, a all class leg.
th isletio must bavs. Far be it front me to intin

oat tbat tbe General Assembly of 1857 meant
em offer bounty upon crime; end still farther be

from me to tiresome that in this great Slate of
Ohio, there is one woman so wanting in maternal
londornessas to oommit tbe aot Of infanticide.
But bore is a fact, patent to all wbo read tke law,

tbat the motherless are invested with rights whioh

are wholly denied to thoft who bave obildren.

Those wbo will forego tbe possession of each jew-

els os were tbe Horn an mother's proudest boast,

shall possess an Inheritance tbat tbe mother of no

living child oan claim. Look at it I The Ohio

matrsa, who spends ber time and strength in rais-

ing children, who goes bravely down to tbe gAtos

of death to give them life, wbo lovo tbem most
tenderly tben tbey aro most unloveable to all tbe
world beside, wbo counts all labor, peril, acriSoe
for then as naught t who gives them as tbey
grow older, daily lessons io justice end benevo
lence, in knowledge and virtue, tbat tbey may be
wise and good, who guards with vigilant eye the
path of her young son that they may be preparod
to enter upon tbe duties of life, to fill the places
that yoa now oocupy, the very seats, peihaps, In

whioh you now sit, tbe noble matron who is do
ing this, and whom the Solons of our time might
honor themselves by exalting, is pieced in privi
lege beneath the childless widow, and made the
Victim, in property rights, of a law which dis-

graces the country in whioh we live. A stranger
who bad no other means ol judging of the charac-

ter of our peoplo , than the laws and usages rela-

ting to married women, would unhesitatingly de-

cide that we ooDsidored marriage for women,
and maternity, as dishonorable, because both are
punished with heavy pecuniary risks and losses

Do not misunderstand me. We do not oomplaia
tbat such k law ((jiving the childless widow all tbs
property) has been made; but regret tbat its pro-

visions Tere not ample enough to includo tbe
mothers as well as the motherless. Wo welcome
tbis action as an iodicntion of a sense of right,
partially applied, and ttust that it is a forerun-

ner of equal and exact jnstice a voioe crying in

tbe wildarneee, preparing tbe way for Christian
equality undor tbe law.

We give all credit and honor to those wbo have
attempted to lessen tbe legal inequality between
tbe sexes. Some of their measures are good, oth
ers are eneoioue. and when aualvzcd the seem
ing justice disappears, and tbe actual benefit wo-

men derive from tbem is to be estimatod by home-

opathic measurement. Take for instance the law
of 1846, which veets real estate in ths wifo. Shall
I tell you of our disappointment in that law, and
that all our visions of approaching legal equality
were dissipated by ascertaining that the husband
was introduced as a tenant fur life? The law gives
to woman tbe right to property, and to ber hus-

band tbe proceeds of it makes ber the pos lessor
in law, and him tbe possessor in fact gives ber
the gloriousright of having the deed recorded in
her name, and him the right of collecting and
usiDg the rents. Certain personal property, notes
and bonds, will remain hers, until be reduces
tbem to possession, and tbat be may do without
her consent. I think I am not mistaken.

A few words in relation to our prayer. We ask
that there Bhall be no distinction upon the statute
books of uur State, founded upon sex; but that
man and woman shall stand side by side in tbe
equality with which Qod clothed tbem. We atk to

be protected io tbe avails of our labor. I am ut-

terly unable to make an argument on tbat pointr
Tbe right is so obvious, it bas so long bad place
among tbe political maxims of our people, that
' lie that digs tbe gold out of the earth is entitled
to it, and tnat against the universe, that to at-

tempt proof appears to me as absurd as to try to

make truths more apparent. I know
that society has come in with its laws and regula
tions and qualified this axiom in certain casea, for
certain reasons.

Slaves, minors and oonviots do net possess tbeir
earnings, on tbe ground tbat tbe first owes service
to bis master, (a false position, of course), the sec

ond to bis parent, and the third to tbe State. Now
why should the married woman be placed on

level with these classes ? She is not presumed
be a chattel personal, sbe is not a minor wbo owes

obligation for support aod instruction, she is not
oriminal who should be punished by tbe alienation
of ber right to wages. Sbe was taken under
Christian usage to be a help-me- for ber hueband,
and having fulfilled that office, if circumstances
are such tbat sbe engages in a separate business
of ber own, wby should she not be able to control
the avails of it? JVbio it goes to discbarge debts
that ber husband Iibs, perhaps, foolishly contrac
ted; goes to pay bis neighbor a debt, whose note
be bas endorsed; goes into tbe clutches of
modern Sbylock, wbo does not scruple like him
old to take all tbe law allows, regardless of conse
quences. Oh, oould you bave seen tbe utter ex
tremity to which families in this State bave been
reduced within a twelve-mont- h, under tbe opera
tion of tbat iW, you would not let the sun bide

himself agaiQ beluw the western horizon before

you proposed k bill, seounng to woman the avail

of ber own labor.
These remark apply to women who have a sep

arate business of their own. Generally, the earn-

ing of tbe wife all go into tbe common estate.
That is acquired by tb joint exertions of husband
snd wife , we pray that it may be jointly owned.
Women do quite as muoh toward getting a living
as men. it matters not wnion works at tbe avail-
able products of the farm, the ebop, or tbe mill,
any other branch of industry; it matters not which
does the cooking, the washing and tbe sewing,
fer ks the right to tbe result of tbe oombined effort

is concerned. Let me illustrate it. Two men,
James and John, go to California, and engage
mining. Tbey enter into partnership, do tbeir

a own cooking, and take turns. One day, while
John is cooking dinner, James happens to find,
and dig out a quantity of gold a hundred dollars
worth. How do you think tbat gold will be divid-
ed? Will Jamee pay John twenty-fiv- e cents
cooking tb dinner, and tben appropriate tbe bal-

ance to himself? If be does, it will be the last
propriation be will make, I venture to eay.
think tbis is not tbe way partners deal with each
other. Tbey will divide equally, cr rather, they

be will jointly own the gold. Tbe cooking was just
as essential io tbe business as the digging.
application to the daily avooationsof husband

to wife, is apparent.
I shall be told here that many women do noth

ing they ere supported, end consume tbe pro
duct of tbe busbkod's toil. Thenars, doubtless,
some of tbat description, and very likely it is
tbeir fault tbkn tbe fault of tbeir fathers. But
would like to see tbe Obio matron, tbe mistress
a bouse, end tbe mother of ohildren, tbat doee
work. She may not do the drudgery of ber

but that doee not lessen tbe value of her labor.
Sbe may bave servant, as many ks yoa please,
yet ber time, ber strength, ber life is eonsumed
tbkl household. . 8be makes tbe home what it
and tb husband ha the benefits end advantages
thereof, . If be is entitled to these became sbe

to hie wife, then sbe is entitled to tb benefit

it bis financiering skill, beoaus he is btr husband;

and whatever is acquired beyond tbe support of
the family should be jointly owned, '

There is no use in thottinj onr eyes to the fact
tbat woman occupies quite as important a place in
tbe business relation of life a man, and she is
quite as oeoessary to him, a be is to her. I would
like to have some gentleman tell me how muoh tbe
care, tbe labor, tbe love of k patient wife and ten
der mother are worth. Uow much is it worth to
bring up k family of children, and lit them, even
imperfeotly, for life and its duties to heod all
their numbeiles wants, settle their controversies
in tbe right spirit, watch all tbeir ailments and
patiently abide tbeir night of suffering? How
much Is It worth per annum to seek ths cemfort
end happiness of a husband, to oaler to bis appetite,
to look after bis wardrobs, and see tbat be bo pre
pared to moot tbe claims of decency? What is it,

gentlemen, that gives tbat indescribable obarm to

your own homes? Why is tbe fire in your own

grate so much more to you than a fire any where
else? Why is the food on your owa table, so much
bettor than tbe dinner you luj? What is the
meaning of that strange beauty in the flowers
around your owl dwelling? And wby, whto you
return to your home, will your heart bound with
gladness as you oome in eight of tbe ourling
smoke of your own chimney? It is the being tbat
ministers within, to whom you are indebted for all
this, and I pray you that before you shall meet
ber again, you will show your appreciation of her,
and of ber eervioe, by making her an equul logal
proprietor, at least, of tho earthly comforts you

hove beapod together.
Tb absurdity of making tbo husband the sole

owner of the common estate, is most severely felt,
perhaps, whore the wife possesses all the executive
talent of tbe family, and tbe property is acquired
through ber agency. Of couise, gentleman are all
unconscious that such cases exist, and tbe husband
himself is nearly always oblivious to tbe ability of
his wife. I beard a man complaining of bis bard
Io'; be had an expensive family to support, work
was scarce, and bis health pour. I afterward
learned that all bis claims to intelligence and re-

spect wero owing to bis wife. She was a teacher,
well eduoated and successful. lie was poor and
ignorant and idle A very striking weakness io

her to marry him! Sbo educated him, supported
him in part, brought up a family and gave thorn
respectable place in tbe world, and thus she bad
constantly struggled on with a brave spirit, snd
an eye single to the good of her household. Her
husband was a good honest soul as ever lived, but
be ro .lly thought tho support of bis family was
all derived from him. Tbis reminds one of tbe
man wbo was riding with bis wife in a carriage,
and as they approached a railroad bridge, they
saw a train of cars coming. Tbe bridge was very
fine end highly elevated, and a curve in tbo road
leading to it, oausod tbo train to make a very
grand appearance in passing. The husband pro-

posed that tbey should sit in tbe carriage and en-

joy tbe view. Tbo wifo said no; she was afraid
Fanny, the animal they were driving, would get
to dancing. "I will take care of Fanny," said
the husband; "sit still." Slia said no; he said
yes, and finally bis will oonquered. The train
came, and swept around tbe ourve and over the
bridge, making a very majestic appearance; tbe
view was all tbey had anticipated. But, sure
enough, Fanny got to dancing, and she danced so
bard tbat one of tbe reins snapped in two, and left
him powerless to control ber. Tbis completely
paralyzed tbe husband; and be sut still. His wife,
with remarkable presenoe of mind, jumped out ol
tbe carriage, seized Funny by the bit, and held
her fast till tbe train bad passed out of sight.
Then turning to hiin, sbe sail: "Are you going to
get out and help mend tbis harness, or, dj you ex
pect to sit there?" "Ofcl" said he, "I am as weak
as 1" Presently the reins were repaired;
tbey started on tbeir way, and the husband became
perfectly absorbed in tbe very narrow escapa tbey
had had, and turning to his wife be said, "Sally
Ann, what would you have done, if you bad beeu
alone t"to

Under our present laws, no matter what the cir
a cumstances may be under which the property is

acquired, even if ths mother has earned it all, le
gal guardians must be appointed fur the children,
upon the decease of the father. If she chooses to

act as guardian herself, she can do so only on tbe
same conditions as a stranger. She must give
bonds in twice tbe amount of two-tbir- of tbe
property, tbat sbe will faithfully keep it for her
children, and content herself with the widow's
dower. If there be no property, of course the

the world will not dispute tbe mother's right to tbe
of custody and the care of ber children. She may

gather them half-starve- and half-n'ako-d around
the expiring embers of ber desolate hearth, and
they are all ber own. 'J bey are bers to sup
port, hers to educate, end society de
mauds tbat she give tbem to tbe world, in-

telligent men and women. But should
there be a little money, they must bave a special,
a legally appointed care-take- r. If there is any-

thing to educate tbem with, tben forsooth, the
mother1 .'s not capable of doing it, without the aid

of luf law. If there is any thing to clothe tbem

witb, she Deeds mueu help in supplying their

want.
Now we ask, and is not oar demand very

reasonable one? tbat tbe mother be not embarrass-
edor by these logal restraints. This too, Is io ac-

cordance with the deepest convictions tf our wis-

estso and best people, (or there is no doubt but
thorough canvass would enable us to present to

your Legislative body tbe names of nine-tenth- s of

in tbe adults of tbis State, in behalf of tbis petition.
Such a canvass we bave not been able to bave, and
in Jeed it is wholly unnecessary, fur what differ
ence does it make, whether ten or ten time ten
thousand ask for justice? If one woman only,
and tbat the poorest of ell Qod' poor, and the

for most obscure of all obscure people in tbe .
State,

shall apply fur a redress of legal wrongs, is not

ap this Body bound to listen to ber prayer, and to

I deal as reasonably and justly with ber as if the
united voioes of all tbe people endorsed ber claim?
Aye, would not such an not reflect far greater
bonor opon this Body, wbo for tbe sake of justioe

Tbe alone, beeded tbe faintly whispered prayer of one

and oppressed soul, than to yield to k demand wbicb
is sustained by immense numbers, and enforced
witb political power?

Tbis question, however, we do not nrge in be-

half of one, - or in behalf of many, but
less fur tbe good uf all; end for the purpose also ol

I implanting germ in th body politio tbat will
of produce fair and beautiful fruit, ' thai will

not bl age yet to eome. We would doubly
fortify tbe husband against misfortune and want,
by giving hie wife property Interests, that might
serve him io k time of need. We would beve pro

in tection for woman's labor whiob would furnish
is, stimulus to ber energies, and lead her into new

fields of industry and enterprise, end eerve to cov
is ert tbe idle end irresponsible butterfly into en in
of dependent executive woman, worthy the plaee Qod

smooth tbe path for those wbo oome after oS, tbat
tbey may rejoioe in k truer, better life than wo-

man now lives. All legislative reform which ben
efits us, will benefit them still more. When the
Uarons, assembled at Runymede, extorted from
King John the Great Charter, tbey did more for
us than they did for themselves. Tbe emancipa-
tion of tbe English Press in 1C93, unquestionably
produced a great and salutary change, but the
good it wrought io the lTth century, when the art
of printing was in its infancy, and a knowledge
of letters by no means k popular attainment, may
not be ooinpared to tue blessings it confers, now
tbat it bas grown to be tbo fourth estate of the
realm, and more powerful than Kings, Lords, and
Vommoos.

Sa with every progressive movement. Ileode,
we say, if you will be Just to woman, and if shd
will bo true to bersolf, not only will many of the
inequalities in bor path be removed, but ber poe
terity will derive incalculable benefits therefrom
Not two hundred years will pass sway before re-
sults will be produced more beneficial, more eleva-
ting to tbe race, than tbs boasted improvement of
tbe last two centuries havo been able to efiVot,

I bave, lot me ssy, no fine spun theories id rela-
tion to what woman may become. My ideal, is no
nsw revelation to man, no angelic being, no Di-

vine ornclo, but sbs is k sensible, praotioal .self-r- e

liant woman) and while she is highly aooomplisb- -
eJ in tbe important departments of domestio and
parental duties, she is by no means inferior to ber?

companion in judgmoor,and scholastio attainment,
in executive ability, capable as be of standing
alone, aod working out ber own plans unaided,
and having like him, and independent of bim, the
power and the means of Supplying ber ova
wants.

I beliove, as fully ss any conservative possibly
oan, that every true woman always hss found, and
always will find ber highest life at home, in tbe
bosom of her ovn family. But that does not pre-
clude tho neoessity of broad oulture, thorough bu-
siness discipline, the necessity of equal and just
laws to protect ber.

I will closo by reassuring you of our oonvictioa
of tbe justice of claim.our We feel that we are
right, and the best judgment of all Christendom
is witb us. , But in regard to your Legislative
body, we stand before it as the earnest Protestant
stood before Weston, who represented tbe power
of tbe Iluly Soe. "We have tbe Word," ex'
cluimed the Protestant with great vehemence.
"Aye," replied Weston, "but we have the sword."
So with us. We have tbe word, we have the truth,
we ihinh we have tLe argument on our side; but
you, gentlemen, bavo tbe power, and whether yoa
will be generous and just, time will soon deter-
mine.

VALUABLE FARM
AT PRIVATE SALE!

Will be held at private sale, tbat desirable pro-
perty situated in Knox Township. Columbiana on .
Ohio; four and half miles south-ea- st of Alliance,
aod one-four- mile South of the Sulem and Mt.
Union roiid; formerly tbe propertv of Henri Conn-.-

er, but more recently owned by Joshua Lee. II
contains iu acres, iuu ol which is cleared and
in a high state of cultivation, tbe remaining 20
acres being covered with timber. Th Imnrnvt.
ments consist of a large substantial brick bouse
two and a half storios high, with lour rooms on k
floor with k large ball both up stairs aod down.
A large nearly new double decked barn with every
thing about it in perfect order, wagon bouse with
mu aaovo anu corn crin attached. Sheep bouse,
hog house, wood house, spring bouse, drying
bouBP, blacksmith shop and a tenant bouse and
tarn. These buildings are all in fine condition,
tbe most of them being nearly new, and for neat
ness aua durability caniiot be surpassed by any
in tbe neighborhood. There is also nnon the
property an apple orchard of 100 tieea bearing
fruit of a superior quality. Also a ceach orchard
of 300 trees just in bearing order, a good stone
and coal quarry, a never failing stream of water
which passes through the barn yard, affording
sufficient water for the stock. Besides this run-
ning stream, there is two never failles wells at
tho barn and two at the house, one of which --con
tains soft and tbe other hard water: the different
enclosures are so arranged that stuck can obtain
water at any time. 1 hie is a desirable property
and worthy of the attention of nny one desirous
of purchasing; the land being of extra quality and
considerably clovated, tbe buildings occupy a fine
poeuion uuu area Bnort distance irom the pnMio
road. The farm would Le suitable either for
farming or grazing purposes, and would make k
splendid country residence. It is contiguous te
schools, mills, And places of publio worship of
various denominations. Any person wishing to
view the premises will be shown tbe same by
HENRY BR0S1U9, residing thereon.

A BRILLIANT ANTI-SLAVER- Y NOVEL,

HARRINGTON
A Story of True Love;

By the Author of" nhat Cheert" "Ihe Ghost, A
Christmas Story," "Loss and Gain," "A Tale

of Lynn," Le.
This Work is undoubtedly tbe most intensely

interesting novel yet written in this country,

opiNiors o '.at press.
The new novel of ' Harrington, a Storv of Tree

Love," published by Thayer & ldridge of tbi
city, is having a great demand. It is a production
which needs but tbe perusal of a chapter to ensure
the attention of the reader to the close. Tboech
a novel it deals io realities. Its cbsraoters are
drawn with a master band, and its plots and inc-
ident Fell ' managed. Tbe book come in good
time, anu r'u uuuouets sooo do iouna on every

a well supped mei-- V uie. joostuji aila.
Thayer 4 Eldridgf, 114 aild 116 Washington

Street, Boston, bave just published "Harringt-
on; A Story of True Love, by the author ef
What Cheer, Tbe Grjost, A Xale ol i.ynn, o.
It mnkea a. handsamelv nrinted Volume of 558
pages, and from beginning to end is marked by
rare descriptive power, and is all alive witb thril
ling interest. Since tbe put lication of Uncle
Turn's Cabin," no novel relating to slavery bas
been published equalling "Harrington," in excit-
ing inoidents and facinating delineations. It
scenes are drawn from the startling events of em
own times, without excess of coloring; aod ite
personal references will be sure to excite curiosity
and extend its sale. All the friends of freedom
should not only read it, but endeavor to obtain for
it the widest circulation. It is the "sensation
book" of the season. Boston Libekatob.

Mr.W.D.O'Conner's new novel, "Harrington,"
is the best Anti-Slaver- y argument, in the form of
k fiction, yet issued from tbe American Press.
It is worth k dozen of Unole Tom Boston Sa- -

TORDAr VXN1K0 OaZITTC

The work' is oomprised in k handsome velum
of 558 pages, printed on nioe paper and elegantly
and substantially bound in muslin. Price $1.25.

ioihti w A m t i p ,

To sell this work, to whom liberal term will be
given. Its sale will be immense, and those wbo
have no lucrative employment or are already en-

gaged in tbe sale of books, should not fail to take
bold of it, ks money oan be made very fast in it
sale.

Sample copies sent by mail, post paid on receipt
of tbe price.

, ,

AudrCRS, '

, THAYER ELDRIDGE, Publishers,
Dee. 8, 1850. llfl Washington Strest, Boitoa


